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Happenings
6th April 2021

You got to know where your towel is
Term 1 Week 11
“So he (Jesus) got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a
towel around his waist. After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash
his disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. (John
13: 4 - 5)
According to Douglas Adams’, ‘The Hitch
Hiker’s Guide to the Galaxy’, when travelling
the cosmos, it is advisable to always carry a
towel. The Guide says, ‘a towel is about the
most massively useful thing an interstellar
hitch hiker can have… It goes on to explain
how towels can be useful not just for cleanliness, but warmth,
a small sail, fighting (especially when the towel is wet), hiding
under, waving to attract attention, lying on a beach or for
avoiding the Ravenous Bugblatter Beast of Traal. Adams
writes, ‘A Strag (a non-hitch hiker) will think that any man who
can hitch the length and breadth of the galaxy, rough it, slum
it, struggle against terrible odds, win through and still know
where his towel is clearly a man to be reckoned with’.
Dare I say, Jesus is a man who really knows where his towel is. The towel he uses to
wash his disciple’s feet is a wonderful symbol of Jesus’ mission and ministry.
Through this simple act, Jesus shows what he means to be his follower…to love and
to serve. Jesus asks us to love one another (as I have loved you) and he shows what
that love looks like – to wash each other’s feet (do as I have done). Here the
Father’s heart is fully on display. The creator of the Universe outrageously stoops
down to love and serve the rebellious people he loves. This is how our God acts.
How then do we respond?
We are asked to pick up our towels and do likewise to wash the feet of our brothers
and sisters; ‘Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also
should wash one another’s feet. I have set you an example that you should do as I
have done for you.’ (v 14-15) His towel is an illustration of love, service and humility
but maybe also compassion, hope, forgiveness, courage, quality, appreciation and
justice (hmm, that sounds familiar).
This is the essence of being a hitch hiker with Jesus as we travel the worlds in which
we live – in our schools, our churches, communities and homes. To love and serve
the people with whom we are entrusted. To carry a towel with us wherever we go.
Over the Easter and upcoming holiday break, allow others to bring a fresh towel and
bowl of water to you too, so you can be refreshed for what is ahead. More
importantly allow the crucified and risen Jesus to serve you through his word.
“Blessings to you all this Easter, as we thank God for this incredible gift of
forgiveness.

Submitted by Brad Williams

IMPORTANT DATES
Tuesday April 6
Student Free Day
Parent Teacher Interviews
SAPSASA Football & Netball Carnivals
Board Meeting from 7.30pm
Friday April 9
Whole School Assembly - 1:45 pm in the
LIFE Centre, led by the Receptions
End of term early dismissal 2.15pm
Monday April 26
ANZAC Day Public Holiday
Tuesday April 27
First day of Term 2

Friday April 30
Whole School Assembly - 12:30 pm
In the LIFE Centre

Monday May 3
Student Free Day
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From the Principal
Dear Families,

Student Free Day

Last Thursday our students recreated the Easter
story through drama, song and prayer. What a
marvellous job they did! What was equally joyous
was seeing the large number of parents, family
members and parishioners who joined the worship
service and enjoyed a hot cross bun once the
service had finished. Thank you to all who came
along and to all who contributed to the
performance.

A reminder to parents that Monday 3rd May is a
Student Free Day. JoAnne Dooner will be leading
staff to further their learning around Guided
Reading. Parents will need to make alternative
care arrangements for their children.

I pray that all our families had a blessed Easter.
End of Term
It seems hard to believe that we are in the last
week of Term 1. Where has the term gone? So
much has happened in these last eleven weeks to
be thankful for, proud of, humbled by and to learn
from. We wish all of our staff and students a
happy school holiday break and look forward to
seeing you all on Tuesday 26th April for the
beginning of Term 2.
A reminder that school finishes at 2:15pm this
Friday.
NAPLAN

NAPLAN tests for Year 3, 5 and 7 students will take
place between Tuesday 11th – Friday 21st May. An
information brochure for parents is attached to
this edition of the Happenings.
SA School Sport
There has been a lot happening in relation to SA
School Sport these last couple of weeks. We start
off by congratulating Mia, who won a silver medal
as part of the U-10 4x50m relay team at the SA
School Sport Regional Championships recently.
Well done Mia!
Our LLS athletics team performed exceptionally
well at the Riverland Athletics carnival in Waikerie,
finishing second in our division. Tilly won her long
jump event and many other students recorded
placings. The Riverland team will be announced
this week.
Today, the Football and Netball carnivals are being
held in Loxton, with many of our Year 6 and 7
students representing our school. The LLS netball
team is being coached by Mrs Wright whilst the
Loxton District football team is being coached by
Mr Kruger from Loxton Primary.

Learning and Teaching
Work continues in our journey towards bringing a
consistent and coherent approach to the learning
and teaching of maths here at LLS. I recently had
the chance to sit with our Lead Maths Teachers,
Mrs Bradtke and Mrs A, where they were able to
share their learning thus far and what the next
steps are for Term 2. Part of their work in Term 1
was analysing staff and student survey data, as
well as developing draft vision statements of what
maths might look like here at LLS. They will be
sharing this information with staff early next term.
Term 2 and 3 will see Mrs Bradtke and Mrs A begin
researching and investigating different approaches
to teaching maths that are currently being utilised
in schools across Australia. Part of this research
may involve them travelling to visit schools and
leaders, much in the same way we did with
Literacy when we began that journey. I look
forward to sharing updates with our parents and
broader community.
Parent Education
Approximately 14 families attended the Zones of
Regulation workshops we facilitated recently.
Thanks to those who were able to come along and
learn more about what Zones of Regulation is, and
why it is an important component of our Social
and Emotional Learning teaching here at LLS. One
of the sessions was recorded on an iPad, so if you
weren’t able to make it along to either of the
workshops but are interested in taking a look,
please let Leonie Sheffield know and we will
arrange a viewing for you.
Thanks to Leonie for her work in putting the
workshops together and for facilitating them.
Parking
I have a meeting with representatives from the
council and the Rest Home on Wednesday where
we will be furthering conversations around
parking along Luther Road, particularly on the
stretch of road between the school and the Rest
Home. We will be discussing what parking
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restriction options are available to help make this a safer stretch of road for all parties and members of
the public. I will keep our staff and families informed. In the meantime, could I take this opportunity to
remind parents not to park near the exit of the Kiss and Drop area, as this creates an unsafe situation for
other traffic. Could I also remind parents utilising the Kiss and Drop area that this is to be used for those
parents seeking a quick drop off of their children. Parents should not have to leave their vehicles if
using this area.
Staffing
Mr Klose is taking long service leave during the first seven weeks of Term 2. Ms Lewanna Hampel will
be teaching the Year 1 class whilst he is away. We wish Karl all the best for his time of leave.
Mrs Klose will be away for the first three weeks of Term 2. Mr Wagner will be taking art classes whilst
Rachel is away.
Take care, Brad
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This term I have been running a grief and loss program called ‘Seasons for Growth’. The metaphor of the
seasons provides a concrete way of engaging with the experience of grief. Participants have learnt that
life can change and that grieving is a process, just like the changing of seasons. Seasons come and go, but
no season lasts forever.
The program is evidence based, has a sound curriculum structure and incorporates a wide range of ageappropriate activities including writing, drawing, discussion, stories, role play, music and journaling.
As an adult ‘Companion’ I created a safe place for participants to practise new ways of thinking and responding to the changes in their lives. Through our 8 weekly sessions together students have:
•
•
•

learnt to understand that their feelings and reactions are normal
developed strong peer supports
developed coping, problem solving and decision making skills to help them move forward

I have seen some tremendous growth within each participant, but enough from me, what do they say?
What have you learnt through the Seasons for Growth program?
‘Memories can be happy or sad.’
‘You can learn to control your feelings.’
‘Feelings try and tell us things.’
‘Choices lead to consequences.’
‘You can always talk to someone, as long as you trust them.’
‘Talking about your feelings calms you down.’

Floating flowers
What has been the best thing about coming to Seasons for Growth?
‘I can talk about my feelings. Learning what to do when you’re angry or something.’
‘I feel comfortable sharing.’
At this stage I am planning to run more groups in Term 3 and will be providing
more information about this sometime in Term 2. If you would like to know more
please feel free to email me (amyh@loxton-lutheran.sa.edu.au) or give me a call
(8584 7496).
Amy Harvey
Chaplain

Worry tree
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SCHOOL ASSEMBLY
(Held fortnightly)
Friday April 9th 1:45pm in
the LIFE Centre, led by the

Receptions

SCHOOL WORSHIP
(Worship services are normally held
alternate fortnights to assembly)
NEXT WORSHIP SERVICE

Friday May 7th
2:30 pm in the LIFE Centre

PRAYER CORNER
This week we are praying for: 













Alice Hansen
Ehan Haque
Mikaela Harvey
Zara Harvey
Matilda Hoffmann
Evie Hondow
William Hondow
Ava Howarth
Austin Hucks
Chloe Hucks
Riley Hume
Layla Hutchinson
and Mr Karl Klose, Teacher

CHURCH SERVICES
St Peter’s Lutheran Church
Sunday April 11th

8.30am
10.30am HC

Sunday April 18th

10.00am HC
10.30am HC

Sunday April 25th

10.00am HC
10.30am HC

Concordia Lutheran Church
Sunday April 11th

10.00am HC

Sunday April 18th

10.00am HC

Sunday April 25th
Lay Reading

10.00am

7

UNIFORM SHOP OPENING TIMES
Uniform Shop opening times for
this week:
Week 11 Friday 9th April
OPEN from 2:15 pm
- School Holidays OPEN Saturday 10th April,
9am -12pm
Bookings are not required for
uniform shop, however we ask if
social distancing rules can be
applied by only 1 family in the
room at one time.
Uniform order forms can be
downloaded from the portal or
our website. Uniform orders via
email or forms can be dropped
into the school at anytime for
filling during the day.

CANTEEN OPEN DAYS

Monday May 3rd

Wednesday and Friday

2:15 pm to 3:15 pm
In the LIFE Centre Foyer
This will be a casual catch-up / prayer gathering over
afternoon tea

Everyone welcome
For more information, contact Chaplain Amy Harvey on 8584 7496.

Trudy Battams
Canteen Manager
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Loxton Lutheran School
6 Luther Road
Loxton SA 5333
Phone: (08) 8584 7496
Email: admin@loxton-lutheran.sa.edu.au
Website:- http://www.loxton-lutheran.sa.edu.au/

Principal: Mr Brad Williams
School Board Chairperson: Mrs Jenni Hampel

Facebook https://www.facebook.com//LoxtonLutheran

