Happenings
28th January 2020

DEVOTION
Term 1 Week 1
Lord Jesus,
we ask for Your help as we begin this new school year.
Allow us to experience Your presence
in the many blessings You put before us.
Open our eyes to the new challenges
and exciting opportunities

IMPORTANT DATES

that this new school year brings.
Open our heart and mind
to new friends and new teachers.
Give us a generous spirit
to be enthusiastic with our studies
and courage to accept new opportunities.
Help us to be attentive to one another

Tuesday January 28
Term 1 Begins
Friday January 31
Opening Worship – Includes new
staff / school captain installation
and Staff Blessing - 2.30pm in the
Life Centre

and let us experience Your presence in our new friends.
Jesus, inspire us to do our best this year!
Amen.

Monday February 3
Prayer and Catchup Group
2:15 – 3:15pm in LIFE Centre Foyer

Tonight, as you sit down after a long day at work, and you pick up the
HAPPENINGS, I ask you to pray the prayer above. It is a prayer not just
for the 175 students who walk through our gates each morning, but for
their families, our parishes, our staff and the wider community.

Parent Information Night /
Welcome BBQ

As we embark on this new school year, we thank Jesus for the many
opportunities that will be encountered, for the friends that will be made
and for the chance to experience new learnings. We ask Him to be with
us as we navigate through the challenges that will be faced, to partner
with us in those times we might be struggling and to be the shining light
that inspires us in all we do.

Assembly – 2:30pm in the LIFE
Centre

Isaiah 48:17 “This is what the Lord says—your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel: “I am
the Lord your God, who teaches you what is best for you, who directs you in the way
you should go.”

Friday February 7

Friday February 14
Worship – 2:30pm in the LIFE Centre
(includes presentation of Bibles)
Monday February 17
Student Free Day

Submitted by Brad Williams (Principal)
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From the Principal
Dear families,

6:30pm – Year 1 and Year 4/5

Welcome you all to the 2020 school year, a year
which promises to be full of new learnings, new
friends, opportunities and experiences.

7:00pm – Year 1/2 and Year 5/6

It is sincerely hoped that the Christmas and New
Year period enabled families to spend some time
together and perhaps get away from the normal
work/sport/running around routines.

During the sessions, teaching staff will share
important information for the upcoming year, class
and school expectations, dates, opportunities for
parental engagement and will be able to answer any
questions you may have. Sessions will start and
finish on time, to allow parents to move to other
sessions.

To Ms Corrina Smart (ELC Director), Ms Jamie
Clarke (Year 1/2), Mr Tyler Wagner (PE) and Ms
Georgia Hauptman (Lutheran Support Officer) we
wish you every success and blessing as you
commence your roles at Loxton Lutheran School.
We are blest to have you on staff, joining our
many other returning staff.
We warmly welcome our many new students and
families to the Loxton Lutheran School
Community. To Jamie, Kayde, Will, Matilda, Macy,
Max, Nixon, Eleni, Rose, Lucas, Kara, Shane,
Dexter, Mason, Nicholas, Carter, Oscar, Evelyn,
Ned, Kendal, Hannah, Mercedes, Maddy
(Reception students), Jack (Yr 2), Madison (Yr 4),
Cruise (Yr 4), Ehan (Yr 1), David (Yr 7), Youssef
(Yr 7), Aaser (Yr 2) and their families, we pray that
you will enjoy your time here at Loxton Lutheran
School.
Welcome Worship Service
All families and wider community are invited to
join us on Friday 31st January at 2:30pm for our
Opening Worship Service, to be held in the LIFE
Centre. Our Opening Worship Service will see the
blessing of students and staff, induction of school
captains and new staff and the presentation of
School Cones to our reception students. Being a
Friday, full formal uniform is to be worn.
LLS Welcome and Parent Information Night
LLS Welcome and Parent Information Night is
going to be held next Monday here at school. The
times for each class are as below:

7:30pm – Year 3/4

As well as wanting our parents to hear vital school
information, we also want to use this night to help
our families build connections with other families.
As such, a bbq will be running the whole night, with
sausages (gluten free sausages will be available as
well), Nangari burgers and salad available from
5:45pm-7:45pm. The bbq will be stationed over
near the LIFE Centre/Playground area, so that
children can play and families can sit in the shade.
Happenings
The Happenings is our school newsletter and will be
distributed on the odd weeks of Term 1. As the
primary source of communication between home
and school, especially from the Principal and
Business Manager, parents are encouraged to
carefully read the Happenings each fortnight.
In 2020, all editions of the Happenings will be sent to
our families electronically via the Parent Portal in
Sentral. Happenings will be sent out on a Tuesday in
2020, not on a Monday as has been the case in
previous years.
Term Overview and Term Calendar
A copy of the class Term Overview will be sent out to
families on Friday. The term overview will outline
what is being covered in each learning area during
the term and other important bits of information.
From Term 2, term overviews will be sent via the
Parent Portal in Sentral.

6:00pm – Reception Hondow, Reception
Fielke/Sheffield and Year 7
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From the Principal cont’d
Parents are encouraged to access the Sentral
calendar for all school events and functions.
The calendar will be updated regularly.
Parent Handbook
Our 2020 parent handbook can also be located
on the school website www.loxtonlutheran.sa.edu.au – Our School – Policies and
Handbooks
Sentral & Parent Portal Support
As communicated in the letter in your child’s
book pack, Sentral will be the primary source
and form of electronic communication
between home and the school. Every family
will need to set up the Parent Portal, with
instructions and access keys included in the
letter. For any parents who are having
difficulty in setting up the portal, Sarah will be
available from 8:15-9:15 and 2:00 – 2:30 on
Friday 31st January to help support you.
SeeSaw, which has previously been used for
various means of communication between
home and school, will only be used to show
examples of student learning. It is not to be
used for any other purpose as Sentral will be
our primary communication tool.
Finance Handbook
The Annual School Fee Payment Commitment
Form is due on Friday 31st January. This form
is located in our Finance Information
Handbook, which was given to families in
Term 4, 2019, with student reports. Any
families who have not received a Financial
Information Handbook can request one from
the Front Office.
Any parents with questions about school fees
or information in the handbook are invited to
contact Sarah Kruschel (Business Manager) or
myself.

Uniform

From the Principal cont’d

Our Uniform Policy is located on our website.
All students are expected to be in the correct
uniform each day. If for any reason correct
uniform can’t be worn, parents are expected to
notify the class teacher/school via a phone call,
note or message on the Parent Portal. Parents
whose child comes to school in incorrect
uniform and with no accompanying advice, will
receive a ‘Uniform Notification’ via the Parent
Portal on Sentral.
Student Free Day – Literacy Learning with
JoAnne Dooner
There will be a student free day on Monday
17th February so that all staff can attend a
Professional Learning Day with Ms Joanne
Dooner, our Literacy Coach, who will be with us
from Monday 17th-Friday 21st February.
Parents will need to make alternative care
arrangements for their children on this day.
Staff will be furthering their understanding of
Writing on this day.
Parent Information Session – Literacy with
JoAnne Dooner
All new to the school parents are strongly
encouraged to attend a Parent Information
Session with Ms Joanne Dooner on Tuesday
18th February. The evening will commence at
6:45pm, will conclude at 7:45pm and will be
held in Room 8. The information session will
focus on the importance and structure of our
Morning Routine, Phonics and how to support
your child at home with reading.
A baby-sitting service will be provided in the
ELC for children 2 years and older at no charge
between 6:30 and 8:00pm.
Communication Guidelines
Loxton Lutheran School is in a privileged
position to be walking the journey with parents
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From the Principal cont’d
to provide the best possible education for their
children.
Good communication between the home and
school is a dual responsibility shared by parents and
staff. The school communicates regularly with
parents in a number of ways such as, Happenings,
Term Overviews, SeeSaw, Parent Teacher Interviews
and Meetings. Parents are invited to communicate
with the school if and when necessary to do so. To
assist parents in knowing who and how best to
communicate, we have provided some guidelines.

Bus Matter
1. Business Manager
2. Principal
Medical Matter
1. Class Teacher
2. Administration Officer


Communicate with the appropriate person to
make a suitable time to discuss the matter.
Meeting arrangements can be made through a
phone call, Sentral message, email or
conversation. The staff member will respond
to your request as soon as it is possible to do
so.



It is always best practice to address the matter
in person, however, a phone call will suffice if
it isn’t possible to meet in person. Emails or
written messages are not effective for
processing a grievance as resolution is hard to
achieve and meaning can be lost. It is not
appropriate to use email or written messages
to vent in an emotional manner under any
circumstance.



When meeting, come prepared with facts or
questions. If possible, give these to the staff
member prior to the meeting to allow them
time to gather data and to be able to respond
most effectively. Be prepared to listen to all
points of view as often we don’t have all the
facts.



Should parents have concerns about a child
other than their own, then this needs to be
done through the class teacher or the Principal.
Under no circumstances are parents permitted
to approach children in the school to address
issues. It is also unhelpful and not appropriate
to make direct contact with other parents
regarding the school matter.



The table above outlines the personnel who
are in the first instance, most appropriate to
contact. Should a parent believe that the

Depending on the concern or question that a parent
may have, the following process should be used:


Identify who the most appropriate person is to
respond to the matter in the first instance. The
table below will help to guide you.
Classroom/Playground Matter
1. Class Teacher
2. Principal
Chapel/Worship Matter
1. Class Teacher
2. Mission and Ministry Leader
Social/Emotional
1. Class Teacher
2. Student Support Leader
3. Principal
Finance Matter
1. Business Manager
2. Principal
Student Support Matter
1. Class Teacher
2. Student Support Leader
3. Principal
School Council Matter
1. School Council Chairperson
2. Principal
Learning and Teaching Matter
1. Class Teacher
2. Instructional Leader
3. Principal
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From the Principal cont’d
matter hasn’t been resolved after meeting
with this person and after allowing for a
reasonable amount of time or opportunity
for the matter to be resolved, then the
Principal, is next to contact.


Loxton Lutheran School has a Grievance
Policy on the school website which parents
can enact on should they believe they need
to.



The guidelines outlined above can
successfully facilitate full and fair discussion
of all points of view surrounding an issue and
quickly lead to satisfactory outcomes for all
involved.

From the Principal cont’d

We at Loxton Lutheran School are committed
to positive, open and respectful relationships
which are important to our school community.
When anyone in our community has a cause for
concern, we are committed to dealing
positively with concerns in a timely manner,
fairly and as harmoniously as possible. Our
children learn from the adults in their lives; this
process models for them the most productive
and collaborative was of living and learning
together.

Take Care,
Brad
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Loxton Mardi Gras Float
SCHOOL ASSEMBLY
(Held fortnightly)
Friday February 7
2:30 pm in the Life Centre.

SCHOOL WORSHIP
(Worship services are normally held
alternate fortnights to assembly)
NEXT WORSHIP SERVICE
Friday January 31
(includes new staff / school captain
installation and staff blessing)

The annual ‘Loxton Mardi Gras’ is on Saturday 29th February. This year’s
theme is ‘Play’. Our float will be based around the ‘Olympics’, which is
being held in Tokyo this year.
We are asking those participating to dress as an athlete from an Olympic
sport. We will have sports equipment for students to use and the float will
be decorated with the Olympic rings, flags from participating countries
and Aussie music.
We encourage grandparents, parents, siblings and friends to come along
and join our float. The more the merrier! Our float has been particularly
successful over the years due to the participation of so many students and
their families. We hope to see this continue!
A note went out today explaining the day in more detail. Please return the
slip on the bottom of the letter ASAP. Hope to see you there!
LLS School Captains – Mack, Bailey, Claire and Hunter

PRAYER CORNER

LLS Teachers – Joanne, Leonie B, Renee, Karl, Sonya and Leanne

This week we are praying for: -









Emmanuel Amaechi
Charlotte Andriske
Lila Arnold
Olive Arnold
Portia Arnold
Archie Athanasopoulos
Thomas Bradtke

and Mrs. Loryn Taylor
Year 4/5 Teacher
Prayer or care requests can be
forwarded by email to:Brad - bradw@loxton-lutheran.sa.edu.au

CHURCH SERVICES
St Peter’s Lutheran Church
February 2

8:30 am HC
10:30am

February 9

8:30 am

Canteen News
A note for new parents
Please write an ’R’ next to your child/ren’s recess order and they collect
their items from the canteen. Ice creams that are ordered on a lunch
bag (either recess or lunch) need to be collected from the canteen and if
they want their items at lunch time are to bring their lunch bag with
them so that I know what particular ice block has been paid for (I only
keep a record of recess orders and not ice blocks that are ordered for
lunch). Any questions please contact me at school.
If your child has a particular food intolerance or allergy and is not
catered for on the canteen menu, please contact me at school, on a
Wednesday or Friday, were we can discuss other options and ideas.
If any parents/grandparents/carers would like to help in the canteen
during the year on a Friday (and have a working with children check)
please let me know.
Thank you
Trudy Battams
Canteen Manager

10:30am HC
Concordia Lutheran Church
February 2

10.00am

February 9

10.00am HC

6

School Chaplain Welcome
Welcome to term 1 of 2020! For those of you who are new to Loxton
Lutheran School, I would like to share with you what my role as Chaplain
entails.

UNIFORM SHOP OPENING
TIMES

As Chaplain my job is to support students, their parents / carers and
staff in their social, emotional and spiritual wellbeing. I work one on
one with students and in group situations to support them to overcome
whatever challenges they may be facing (sometimes this is a once off
meeting and other times they may be ongoing for a while). I also run
lunchtime activities for students on a Thursday, which is a great way for
new friendships to be made and developed in a safe environment. If
students are looking for friends, this is the place to be! Past activities
have included painting, origami, play dough, various craft sessions and
group games. A timetable of dates and activities are posted on the art
room door and the Life Centre door.

Uniform order forms can be
obtained from the school office or
downloaded from our website

Parents and carers are most welcome to contact me by phoning the
front office or sending me an email (amyh@loxton-lutheran.sa.edu.au).
You may have concerns about your child/ren, need someone to help
you get through a tough time, require prayer, or just need a chat. I am
here for you as much as I am for your children! To help support you, I
also run a prayer and catchup group, which meets fortnightly in the Life
Centre foyer. This is an informal gathering over afternoon tea where
parents can share their highs and lows and receive prayer if wanted.
This has proven to be a great support to those who have attended so
far. Younger children are most welcome. Our first meeting for this year
will be Monday 3rd February from 2:15 – 3:15pm.

CANTEEN OPEN DAYS

As Chaplain I would like to know how I can further support you in your
role as parents / carers. Perhaps you would like me to provide sessions
on supporting children with special needs, or ways to connect more
with your children. Maybe you would like to meet with others on a
regular basis to discuss parenting issues / topics over tea and coffee to
help you in your journey. I will be distributing a survey to all families
soon asking for your feedback regarding this, so I can provide you with
as much help and support as you need to fulfill your role in this area.
Let’s face it, it is not an easy job by any stretch of the imagination! It
can be tiring, demanding, emotional, draining and yet rewarding,
satisfying and pleasing. It’s a job that requires your full attention always
and as Chaplain I aim to help you run your race and run it well!

Fridays - 3:10 pm to 3.30 pm

BUSINESS MANAGER HOURS
Not available Wednesday’s
LLL SCHOOL BANKING
Every Tuesday

Wednesday’s and Friday’s

Watch
this space for
Canteen
Specials

I pray that you will have a wonderful year here at LLS.
Amy Harvey
School Chaplain
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